). In the control group, the rats were subjected to a sham-operation
Irrespective of the age of surgery, plasma gonadotrophin levels of cryptorchid rats were elevated: they were nearly tripled for LH These results showed, in the adult rat that at any time of operative cryptorchidism between 1 and 49 days of age, a negative feedback control persisted, exerted by the testicular system on the hypothalamo-hypophyseal system as regards the secretion of both LH and FSH. Experimentally induced cryptorchidism resulted generally in an increase in plasma gonadotrophin levels, the magnitude of which depended on the age of surgery and postoperative delays (Amatayakul et al. 1971 ; Gomes & Jain 1976; al. 1979 ; Grizard et al. 1980 ). The increase of plasma gonadotrophin levels was related to the decrease of negative feedback control produced by testicular factors on the pituitary (Blanc et (Grizard et al. 1975 (Grizard et al. . 1978 
Discussion
The increase in plasma gonadotrophin levels ob¬ served in adult rats after castration, has been reported by other authors. This has been shown for rats castrated either at birth (Goomer et al. 1977) at 21 days of age (Swerdloff et al. 1971) 
